
OZFC COVID-19 Protocols

Please note these protocols are subject to change

Last updated: April 15, 2022

Conditions have changed in our State as there is a rise in Covid cases, and we feel it is
necessary to make adjustments to our protocols in order to keep families, children, and
teachers safe at Full Circle. The State has decided to phase out the Tests for Tots
program. Please note that Full Circle still has a large supply of test kits and we will
continue to hand them out to any family considered a close contact. Once we run out of
test kits, the State will not provide more tests. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the
family to acquire antigen tests if they would like their child to attend school while
considered a close contact.

Test to Stay is no longer an option if your child becomes a close contact to
anyone living in their direct household. Moving forward, Test to Stay will be an
option for all classrooms besides the Infant Room if a child becomes a close
contact to anyone living outside of their household.

Children who are a Close Contact to a Covid-19 positive family member living in
the same household:

If a family member living in the same household as a child at Full Circle tests positive for
COVID, and the child has not had a documented bout of Covid during the preceding 90
days, then the child must:

● Quarantine at home for 5 days or until the family member is out of isolation.
● Children two and older must have two negative antigen tests no earlier than days

4 and 5 of quarantine
● OR a negative PCR or LAMP test no earlier than Day 5.
● AND no symptoms.
● Children under two must have a negative PCR test no earlier than Day 5.

Children who are a Close Contact (not from a household member) in the Young
Toddler, Older Toddler, Preschool, and Pre-K Rooms:

● You will administer an antigen test every day prior to your child’s arrival at Full
Circle for 5 days.

● If the daily test comes back negative and your child is symptom free, your child
can attend childcare.

● If you choose to opt out of Test to Stay, your child must quarantine at home for
5 FULL days and may return to school if they are symptom free and have
received EITHER:



○ Two negative antigen tests no earlier than days 4 and 5 of quarantine
○ OR a negative PCR or LAMP test no earlier than Day 5

If your child tests positive, they need to stay home and follow Vermont Department
of Health Guidance for both isolation and return to child care.

Children who are a Close Contact (non household member) in the Infant Room:

Since antigen tests are not recommended for children under 2, children in the Infant
Room who are close contacts are not able to test daily using antigen tests. Therefore,
they must remain home for a 5 day quarantine per the current CDC Guidelines,
and must receive a negative PCR test no earlier than Day 5 before returning to
school.

Children in the Young Toddler, Older Toddler, Preschool, and Pre-K Rooms, and
Staff with COVID-19:

● All children in the Young Toddler, Older Toddler, Preschool, and Pre-K rooms,
and staff who contract COVID-19 may return to school after 5 days of isolation
with day zero being the first day of symptoms, or day of test if no symptoms. In
order to safely return to Full Circle, everyone must have :

○ A negative antigen test after 5 full days of quarantine
○ AND no fever for at least 24 hours without needing fever reducing

medication
○ AND significantly improved symptoms.

*If the antigen test is still positive after the 5 days, OR symptoms have not subsided, the
individual must continue to test and may return to school once they have received a
negative test with significantly improved symptoms.

Children in the Infant Room with COVID-19:

Children in the Infant Room who contract COVID-19 may return to school after 5 full
days of isolation and must have:

○ no fever for at least 24 hours without needing fever reducing medication
○ AND significantly improved symptoms.

*If symptoms have not subsided, children must remain home until their symptoms have
improved. While it is not required, we encourage you to antigen test your infant before
returning to school to be sure they are covid free.

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/symptoms-sickness/what-do-if-you-are-close-contact
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/symptoms-sickness/what-do-if-you-are-close-contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html


*For any adult or child who has been hospitalized with Covid-19, they should have
clearance from a health care provider for return to school in addition to meeting the
above guidelines. Often hospitalized patients are advised to isolate for longer.

Masking at OZ Full Circle

Masking is optional at Full Circle for children, teachers, and families. However, the Full
Circle teaching staff has agreed to continue to mask while indoors in light of the recent
spread of covid at our center. We encourage that each and every one of you still
continue to take precautions to prevent spread of illness. Our decision to lift the mask
mandate does not mean that masks are discouraged. In fact, masks are welcome and
encouraged if you choose to wear one. Here are some recommendations to help you
take precautionary measures.

You should consider wearing a mask when you are:
1. Older, immunocompromised, or in close and continuous contact with a person

who is unvaccinated and is at risk for COVID- 19.
2. If you are a close contact to someone who has COVID-19
3. If you are still recovering from illness (COVID or non-COVID)  and have returned

to work.
4. If you are recovering from COVID, we recommend that you wear a mask until 14

days have passed from when you tested positive or when you started to develop
symptoms.

● All staff at OZ Full Circle Preschool are fully vaccinated and boosted and it will
remain mandatory for all staff to stay up to date with any future boosters.

● It is optional for children to mask in the following classrooms: Older Toddler,
Preschool, and Pre-K classrooms. If a family wishes to have their child continue
to mask, we will honor and uphold this request based on everyone’s comfort
levels.

● In an effort to remain in pods, the following classrooms may combine indoors.
This includes combining in the classrooms and in the Social Hall for weekly
programming with Cantor Steve.

○ Infant (only during extended care), Young Toddler and Older Toddler
Rooms.

○ Preschool and Pre-K rooms.
● The entire school only combines when outdoors where there is enough room and

fresh air to space out.

COVID-19 Illness Policy



People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to
the virus. Anyone can have mild to severe symptoms. People with these symptoms may
have COVID-19:

● Fever or chills
● Cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Fatigue
● Muscle or body aches
● Headache
● New loss of taste or smell
● Sore throat
● Congestion or runny nose
● Nausea or vomiting
● Diarrhea

If your child has any of these symptoms, they may not return to school until they
have received:

● a negative antigen test OR;
● a negative PCR test AND;
● symptoms have subsided

*Children must be fever free for at least 24 hours before returning to school.

*If your child has a runny nose with green or yellow mucus, they should not
return to school until it has subsided. An occasional clear, runny nose is okay to
have while at school, but if it changes color, they must remain home as this is a
sign of a cold or infection progressing.

*If your child has a persistent cough, they should not return to school until it has
improved significantly.

*If your child has congestion but no other symptoms or signs of a runny nose,
cough, or sneezing, they may return to school as long as the congestion does not
interfere with their ability to participate in the daily activities. If any other
symptoms become apparent, they will be sent home.


